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FOR THE MAGAZINE. 
own 
To the Editor of the Universalist Magazine, 

Drar sir,-The following is a copy of a letter, writ- 
ten to a young lady who was, and now is, a member of 
the Presbyterian Church in C n, by a young gentle- 
man, who is professionally a Calvinist, and a member of | 
the Presbyterian Church in S d. The said young} 
gentleman, is purposing, and in fact preparing, to dis- | 








seminafe that crueland unmerciful doctrine of endless 
mrcery, in point of scurilily, bilingsgate and falsehood, 
we think it without a parallel. The phraseology maj 
be in some respects varie:!, though the sentiment and 


all nations, and swallow up death in victory, Is. xxv. 
| 1fwe inquire what the will of the Lord is, Paul informs 
| us, that it is to have all men saved and come unto the 


| 1 if lati that I ce tie | knowledge of the truth. Again, having made known 
ave learned from my relatives that I were abou es | ae 2 ; 
see eae fe : | unto us the mystery of his will, which he purposed in 
lieving the doctrine of Universal Benevolence, or to use 


ms Sagat himself that in the folness of the dispensation of times, 
your words, I were about talzing up in favour of the lhe might gather together in one, even in Christ, all 
Universalists. You say, = it makes your heart ache to, things, both which ere-ia Heaven aid ofr the éarth. 
gard fag e tS think of what? ‘why that, as dae are | if Lask who came to do the will of God, Jesus informs 
pleased to call it, erroneous and detestable doctrine.— mé, ‘that he came down fidéh Reddo bt te Go hic 
pene See St Sarees ery Or eee ee he ya own wll, but the will of him that sent him.” Linquirs 
rei = he tapes © aes z oe qe me bd who has power to do the will of God, Jesus answers, 
ings of the gospel, and the felicities of a fature state : “that all power in heaven and earth is given him ;” 
Does it make your heart ache, to think that Christ Je- and further, that God hath given him power over ali 
sus will accomplish his mission ? Does B gave you pan flesh, that he might give eternal life, to as may,.as God 
to think that Christ, the blessed Saviour, came to call ’ ’ 


ANSWER. 


DEAR stR,—Yours of the Sth October, I have receiv- 
ed, and delay no time in answering it. You say, you 














expression 7% generally retained. 
Respectfally yours. GESetes, 


October 8, 1820. 
(FrRCTIONA®® FRIEND,—Being in duty bound by 


the holy law of God, and by the words of our Lord 
fesus Christ, who bas commanded that we love our 
God wiih all our soal, mind aud strength, and car neigh- 
bour as ourselyes. Through love to you, as a brother 
in the Lord Jesus, I beseech you to read these few lines 
with cere and solemnity. Madam from what ! have 


Icerned, from your relatives, you are about taking uy 


in favonr of the Universalist’s. Have you any idea of 


that faith being right; that erroneous ond delestable 


loctrine 2=-A Universalist! It makes my heart ache to ia 
' . ot parey , ! ', should it finally prove tree. How must you 
7 t+, O! my sister, they are detestable charac- ’ : * 9 
a al a eee el fo call that * detestable? which flowed in such co- 
rs. (Jur Sayiour says, a tree is «nown ty is iruits ¢ | aa be : ; 
; 4 : forth «4 Picus eTusions, from the feeling and compassionate Je- 
t Ki 2] es oer creatures orig forth 5 ; < Kae 
, hatk | sus ; pause, sir, one moment, and reflect as a christian 
3 r it 4 TReENNESS, Proian fweclink, Savoatd j Me -_ . . ° 
\: _ ~—" ‘ete ad py, ought, on this scandalous epithet uttered against the 
Ur@ankiig, and wit manner ol evil. Aii thanaima saved. . ° ° ° ° 
: oa . ; | doctrine once delivered to the saints. Permit me, sir, 
at does our Savionr say about this, when the lawyer 


1 


speaks to Linn thus ; master are there few that are sav- 
ed? our Saviour declares that there are but few saved ; 
for he says strive to enter in at the strait gute, for many 
hall seek to enter in, but shailnot beable. O! IThope 
you are not one of those the Saviour here alludes to. 
“ly heart’s desire and prayer to God is that you may 
be saved. Again our Saviour says, when the unclean 


spirit is gone out of a man, he walketh through dry. 


places seeking rest, but findeth none: then he returns to 
his own house and takes in seven spirits worse than the 
first; and the Jast state of that man is worse than the 
first. Christ declares the wicked shall have the sen- 
tence, of depart ye cursed into everlasting fire prepar- 
ed for the devil and his angels—Recollect that this is 
quenchless everlasting fire. Another place, the smoke 
of their torment ascends up forever and ever. My dear 
sister, I shall try to pray fervently for you this night. 
It seems that it cannot be you I hear such stories 
about; if it is, I hope they are not true, ] hope you will 
not believe the Universalists. Be stedfast, unmoveable, | 
as says the apostle, nothing wavering, I hope you will, 
go and talk with the Rev. Mr. 5. or some other good | 


-pious man about these things, J.5. 


—« 


Miss. L. V. 5S. -— 


I supjoin the answer to the foregoing, which will con- 
vince every candid and reasonable being that Univer- 


pth on at Shida teat eeeiadiialle hath given him. If we still pursue the inquiry, and asic 
sinners to repentance ; and that they will eventually | +6 yous gave himself a ransom for all, Paul declares that 
ihe man Christ Jesus, gave himself a ransom for all to 
be testified in due time. If I further ask, whether the 
ransomed will be made happy? The prophet move: 
by the holy spirit, unequivocally asserts. * The ran- 
somed of the Lord shall return and come to Zion wit): 
songs and everlasting joy upon their heads ; they shal! 
obtain joy and gladness, and sorrow and sighing shall 
fee away.’ I might continue the quotation to a great 
length; but | forbear. You intimate that you would 
pray for my salvation; but I pray you, not to be con- 
tented with praying for my salvation only; obey the 
exhortation of the apostle, pray, make intercession and 
give thanks for all men, and without wrath or doubting. 
[leave you now, sir, to ruminate on the dark image of 
your communication; and fervently desire that God 
will luminate your benighted understanding, with that 
truth which alone maketh free. 1 remain in christian 
fellowship, yours very respectfully. L. V.§, 


Mr. J. §. 


enjoy a state of peace and joy? Daes it give you pain, 
sir, to think that the devil and his works will be de- 
stroyed, and defiled man cleansed and purified of all 
unrighteousness, and admitted to a state of purity and 
happiness? It gave the Pharisees of old pain, to see 
the Saviour hold intercourse with sinners ; and I see no 
|reason why it should not produce a similar effect upon 
modern Pharisees. You are not contented with using 

coft words. but utter denunciations against the doc- 








trine, not worthy of a christian, * detestable’ doctrine 
ay you. Do you call that ‘detestable,’ which all the 
ly prophets, our blessed Saviour, and his apostles, 


declared should take place. How would you be 


to ask you, if thet command which impelled you to the 
discharge of this duty, warranted you, in calling this or 
any other doctrine ‘ detestable.’ No, sir, love works 
no ill: love speaks no ill, and love will not permit any 
ill to transpire, if it has the power to preventit. And 
methinks, did yeu love God with all your soul--and 
your neighbour as yourse!f, you would be restrained 
irom callumniating or doing il] to any one. Imagine, 
sir, if possible, my surprise, at the expression, “* that 
the poor creatures were all drunkards, sabbath break- 
(ers, profane swearers,” &c. [ did not suppose you so 
: lost to al! principle, nor your feelings sufficiently blunted 
with insensibility, as to be capable of uttering such pal- 
|pablefalsehoods. I do not pretend to say but there are 
| persons, whom others cal] Universaiisis ; and who per 








' haps are professionally so, who are guilty of immoral | 
, conduct, but that all are so, or as any as in other -o-| 
'cielies, is not atrath,. Cannot you find persons in the 
Presbyterian society, that are guilty of immoral actions? 

can, sir, and as many too as can be found in the Uni- 









































FRANKLIN. 


We have lately received a copy of ‘the Private Cor- 
respondence of Dr. FRANKLIN, just published in Eng- 
land, from the original letters. We are not able to say 
what proportion of the letters have been before publist- 
ed, They are exceedingly interesting, particularly to 
an American reader, and their republication, in this 
country, is expected with impatience. We copy from 
the collection a letter of Dr. Sranes, and the answer of 
Dr. FRANKLIN, each of which was written but a short 
time before the death of their respective authors, and 
displays something of their several characters. The 
latter also contains an explicit declaration of Franklin’s 
religious opinions, which have been the subject of some 
doubt and dispute.—Daily.Advertiser. 


Yale College, January 28, 1790. 





versalist society, and should it be necessary, I will 
descend to particulars. 


stitation of all things.’ God promised Abraham, ‘ that! honoured also with that of Dr. Franklin. In the course 


in Lim should all the families of the earth be blessed,’ | of your long life, you may probably have become pos- 


| trait from bis family in London, and deposited it in the 
I will now cite you some of the testimonies which | College Library, where is also deposited one of Gov- 
| produced a belief in the consoling doctrine of the ‘re-!ernor Saltonstall. I have long wished that we might be 


Sin,—We have lately received Governor Yale’s por- 






cates and defends it; rejeictngly believes the glorions 


salists are nol necessitated to resort to so dishonourable , Gen. xii. 3. Again Gen, xviii. 18, * Seeing that Abra-! sessed of several portraits of yourself. Shall I take too 
means, as Cetraction ani falsehood to support their; ham shall become a great and mighty nation, and a/l great a liberty, in humbly asking a donation of one of 
docirine. Miss S. ee believer in the docirine of | tie nations of the earth shall be blessed in him.’ Again them to Yale College? You obliged me with a mezzo- 
the sentitation, mahesitatinsly s@ with giensare sive: by the mouth of the prophet Isaiah, we hear it pro- | tinto picture of yourself many years ago, which I often 


truths it contains, and paticntly waits for the arrival of | claimed, that * the Lord of hosts, in this muantan, will | view with pleasure. But the canvass is more perma- 
ry Bs baba . sts 


that era, when she shall be clothed with the garb of per- | make unto all people a feast of fat things, destroy the} ment. We wish to be possessed of the durable resen- 
Geeres, j covering cast orer all people, and the vail spread over |blance of the American Patriot and Philosopher. 


fection and endless life. 
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republic of letters ; and are going to a world, where al! 
sublunary glories will be lost in the glories of immortal- 
dty! Should you shine through the intellectual and 
stellary universe, with the eminence and distinguished 
lustre, with which you have appeared in this little de- 
tached part of the creation, you would be what I most 
fervently wish to you, Sir, whatever may be my fate in 
eternity. The grand climacteric in which I now am, 
reminds me of the interesting scenes of futurity. You 
know, sir, that I am a Christian, and wauld to heaven 
all others were such as | am, except my imperfections 
and deficiencies of moral character. As much as | know 
of Dr. Franklia, | have not an idea of his religious sen- 
timents. 1 wish to know the opinion of my venerable 
‘riend concerning Jesus of Nazareth. He will not im- 
pute this to impertin- ace, or improper curiosity, in one 
who for so many years has continued to love, estimate, 
«und reverence his abilities and literary character, with 
on ardor and affection bordering on adoration. If I 
lave said too much, let the request be blotted out, and 
he no more; and yet I shall never cease to wish you 
that happy immortality which I believe Jesus above has | 
purchased for the virtuous and truly good of every reli- 
gious denomination in Christendom, and for those of 
every age, nation, and mythology, who reverence the 
Deity, and are filled with integrity, righteousness and 
benevolence. Wishing you every blessing, | am, dear 
sir, your most obedient servant. EZRA STILES, 


His Excellency Dr. ot 
Franklin, Philadelphia. 


Answer of Dr. Franklin to the foregoing. 


Philadelphia, March 9, 1790. 

REv. AND DEAR siR,—I received your kind Jetter of 
January 28, and am glad you have at length received 
the portrait of Gov. Yale from his family, and deposited 
it in the College Library. He was a great and good 
man, and had the merit of doing infinite service to your 
country by his munificence to thatinstitution. The 
honor you propose doing me, by placing mine in the 
same room with his, is much too great for my deserts ; 
bat you always had a partiality for me, and to that it 
must be ascribed. I am however.too much obliged to 
Yale College, the first learned society that took notice 
of me and adorned me with its honours, to refuse a re- 
quest that comes from it, through so esteemed a friend. 
But I do not think any of the portraits you mention as 
in my possession worthy of the situation and company 
you propose to place itim. You have an excellent ar- 
tist lately arrived. If he will undertake to make one 
for you, I shall cheerfully pay the expense; but he 
must not delay setting about it, or I may slip through 
his fingers, for lam now in my 85th year, and very in- 
firm. 

1 send with this.a very learned work, as it appears to 
me, on the ancient Samaritan coins, lately printed in 
Spain, and at least curious for the beauty of the im- 
pression. Please to accept it for your College Library. | 
have subscribed for the Encyclopedia now printing here, 
with the intention of presenting it to the College. | 
shall probably depart before the work is finished, but 
shall leave directions for its continuance to the end.— 
With this you wil) receive some of the first numbers. 

You desire to know something of my religion. It is 
the first time I have been questioned upon it. But 1 
cannot take your curiosity amiss, and shall endeavour in 
a few words to gratify it. Here is my creed: I believe 
in one God, the Creator of the Universe. That he gov- 
erns it by his Providence. That he ought to be wor- 
shipped. That the most acceptable service we render 
to him is doing good to his other children. That the 
soul of man is immortal, and will be treated with jus- 
tice in another life respecting its conduct in this. Theee 
T take to be the fundamental points in all sound reli- 


morals, and his religion as he Jeft them to us, the | 
the world ever saw, or is like to see; but I apprehen 
with most of the present dissenters in England, some 
doubts as to his divinity ; though it is a question I do 
not dogmatize upon, having never st.:died it, and think 
it needless to busy myself with it now, when I expect 
soon an opportunity of knowing the troth with less 
tronble. I see no harm however in its being believed, 
if that belief has the good consequence, as probably it 
has, of making his doctrines more respected, and morg 
observed, especially as | do not perceive that the Su- 
preme takes it amiss, by distinguishing the believers in 
his government of the world with any peculiar marks 
of his displeasure. I shall only add, respecting myself, 
that having experienced the goodness of that Being in 
conducting me prosperously through a long life, I have 
no doubt of its continuance in the next, though with: 
out the smailest conceit of meriting such goodness. — 


an old letter inclosed, which I wrote in answer to an 
old religionist* whom I had relieved in a paralytic case 
by electricity, and who being afraid I should grow 
proud upon it, sent me his serious, though rather im- 
pertinent caution. 1 send you also the copy of anoth- 
er letter, which will stew something of my disposition 
relating to religion. With great and sincere esteem and 
affection, yours, &c. 

P. S. Had not your College some present of books 
from the king of France. Please to let me know if you 
had an expectation given you of more, and the nature 
of that expectation? JI have a reason for the inquiry. 

I confide that you will not expose me to criticisms 
and censures by publishing any part of this communi- 
cation to you. I have ever Jet others enjoy their reli- 
gious sentiments. without reflecting on them for those 
that appeared.to me unsupportable, or even absurd. 
All sects here, and we have a great variety, have ex- 
perienced my good will in assisting them with subserip- 
tions for building theit new places of worship, and as I 
have never opposed any of their doctrines, | hope to go 
out of the world in peace with them all. 





* Supposed to be a letter to George Whitfield, dat- 
ed June 6, 1753. 





FOR-THE MAGAZINE. 


AAR 


Universalists can do nothing with the Catechism ! 


A cALVINisTIc Deacon remarking on the expedien- 
cy and ability of Sunday Schools observed, they were in- 
dispensably necessary to fortify the young mind against 
dangerous opinions, because they inculcated a doctrine 
which nothing could resist. Uniyersalists, observed he, 
get along very well with the Bible, but they can do 
nothing with the Tracts and the Catechism which are 
taught in the Sunday Schools. It is therefore of great 
importance that these schools be instituted for the in- 
struction of youth in correct principles, and to guard 
them against the influence of innovation, by the strength 
of early impressions. —Of a verity man, thou art the 
marvel of thy times, and wisdom will die with thee. 

HERMES. 








SUPERSTITIONS 


Mons. GuiLuE, the celebrated wronaut, postponed 
his intended ascension with his Balloon, to accummo- 


religion, until Tuesday next. The time appointed by 
him, and public notice given, &c. was on a day, which 
is called “Ascension Day.” It was therefore supposed, 
that his ascending in the air, on the same day on which 
our Saviour ascended into hearen, would look very 
mach like an unhallowed proceeding. ‘The Mayor 








gion, and I regard them as you do in whatever sect i 
meet with them. As to Jesus of Nazareth, my opinion | 


of whom you rerticularly desire, I think the system of | 


was accordingly wajted upon, who addressed a letter to 
Monsieur Guille, who very humamely signified his wil- 
lingness to quiet their forebodings !—Gos, Herald. 


it has received various corrupting changes, and | have, | 


My sentiments on this head you will see in the copy of 


date the nameless feelings of respectable professors of | inexperienced youth. 
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| MY JOURNEY INTO CONNECTICOT, - 





jin May, for Hartford, in Conn. 


Dr. Flint’s meeting in the evening. 
delivered two discourses in the State House. 

ed again, on Monday evening at Dr. Flint’s ; 
Wednesday evening. 


ing, in the Rev. Mr. Goodrich’s meeting 
went to Middlefield, a parish in Middletown, and prea 
ed in the afternoon. 


The same evening returned t 
Hartford, and delivered two discourses on the 4th Sab 
bath in the State House, and one at Windsor in the 
evening. Left Hartford on Monday morning and 
preached at Stafford in the afternoon, and returned to 
| Boston on Tuesday, and found my family in health ; 
for all which favours T desire to acknowledge my hum- 
ble gratitude to him who has thus preser\“d me. 

The season being most delightful, and all the charme 
of May having their due effect on my mind, ! was led, 
as I passed along throngh the country, variegated with 
all the variety of the season, to compare the wisdom of 
this world, as displayed in the limited doctrine of the 
Calvinistic creed, with the divine benevolence, impar- 
tially set forth in creation and providence. ‘This com- 
parison led me to pity my bretliren of limited faith, and 
to raise a desire to the giver of every good and perfect 
gift, that he would remove from their minds those de- 
ceptions which lead them to dishonour him. 


times walked alone among the tombs, where I enjoyed 
a calm, a pensive, a pleasing sensation in leaning upon 
the monumental stone, erected to the memory of that 
beloved brother, that faithful servant of Christ, th 

Rev. EL HANAN WINCHESTER, and reading its inserip- 
tion. This retirement revived in my recollection the 
happy opportunity which I enjoyed with Lim in this 
city twenty-four years ago, which was the last time 
I saw his face. 

At that time we discoursed largely on subjects of 
doctrine, as we spent a week together, and alihough 
we discovered several points in which our views were 
dissimilar, we agreed to exercise that mutual charity, 
which being greater than faith or hope, is the bond of 
perfectness. 


The foliowing is the inscription on the stone erected 
to his memory: 


** The General Convention of the Universal Charch- 
es, in memory of their dear departed brother, the Rev. 
LLHANAN WINCHESTER, erected this monumental! 
| stone. 





He died April 18th, 1797, aged 46 years. 
Twas thine to preach, with animated zeal, 
The glories of the resurrection morn, 
When Sin, Death, Hell the power of Christ shall feel, 
And Light, Life, Immortality be born.”’ 





There has-been of late, in Hartford and its vicinity, 
‘what is called-a revival in religion, which has operat- 
| ed with great efiect on the minds of fecble women and 
As far as | was able to trace its 
origin and operations, | was under the necessity of 
| concluding that its most peculiar character was deriv- 
led from a spirit of fear, which gendereth to bondage, 
jconnected with no small degree of that kind of zeal 
which is without knowledge; though I wonld, by no 
means, exelude the probability of sincere honesty of 
mind and good desires. ‘The people now appear to be 
jcalm and much disposed to incuire after the trath.—, 


; ,* , 7 t 
| My meetings were well attended, aud all the powers of 


I nerr Boston on Monday after the second Sabbath 
Stopped at Stafford, 
where | preached on Thursday the same week. On 
Friday morning arrived at Hartford and preached in 
Vhe next sabbath 
Preach- 
also on 
On Friday went to Berlin, about 
eleven miles from Hartford, and preached in the even- 


g; on Saturday 


During may stay in the city of Hartford, | several ~ 


ee 





the human understanding seemed to be in action to dis- 
cern between truth and error. 

For many years there has been a goodly number of 
well informed brethren of the liberal sentiment in Hart- 
ford, who did the cause no little honour in the days of 
‘Winchester, and since as they had occasions! opportu- 


nity. hese all remain stedfast and 


several winds of doctrine which seem to blow where | God’ 
they list; and they are now greatly encoursged by the | 
discovery that many more are ready to join ther in| 
the promotion of those sentiments which are hononr»bie | then, and felt 
| tion, th: 
{ 


j he ts great, 


to God, and salutary to man. 

May it please the Lord of the harvest soon to send 
rnto that region ove or more faithful and able labour- 
er: for the fields are white, ready to harvest. 

EDITOR. 


weet as 


Plymouth, June 2, 182%. 
Dear sirny,—Having found the enclosed letter on my 
lesk, and having undoubted evidence to believe it was 
written by a respectable Clergyman, who bas read with 
uttention the controversy between the Unitarians and 

¥ 

tnguirer after truth in the Magazine, with some profit. 
j have thought proper to send it to you, hoping if you 
should see cause to publish it with some remarks it 
may be beneficial to the cause of truth... Yours affec- 

WW. B. 


tionutery. 
~ 


To the Rev. Hosea Ballou, 

Sinj—In reading Mr. Channing’s excellent sermon, 
delivered at the ordination of Mr. Sparks, I met with 
some observations, on which] would remark. He says, 

Page 26. ** We believe that God is infinitely good, 
kind, benevolent, in the proper sense of these words; 
<ood in disposition, as well as in act; good nottoa 
few, but to all ; good to every individual, as well as to 
the general system.” 

if this be true, (as I think it is,) then a question aris- 
es, how can such a Being, create rational souls, and ex- 
puse them to the hazard of making themselves wicked 
and miserable as long as God exists. Surely God must 
know how his creatures would use their free agency ; 
whether they would obey and live, or disobey and die: 
or whether they would repent and believe, and be sav- 
ed.or go on in impenitence and unbelief and be tortur- 
ed in never-ending misery. To say that God did not 
know how his rational offspring would behave in this 
state of trial, seems to imply imperfection in knowledge ; 
and that God is dependant on his creatures to teach him 
knowledge by their actions. To suppose, that “known 
nuto God are all things from the beginning,” and yet 
he would bring into existence creatures, whom he knew, 
would continue to sin, and to suffer as long as God ex- 
ists, seems to be contrary to his goodness, To say that 
God really desires that all his rational creatures should 
be holy and happy, and yet they never will be ; seems 
to suppose that he has made creatures, which he can- 
not control, and of course he is not Almighty in power. 

! presume Mr. Channing is not a professed Univer- 
salist. Yet I see not, how he can reconcile the idea 
that God is *‘ good to all ; good to every individual,” 
and then leave millions of his rational offspring exposed 
to endless. wretchedness. 

I would notice one passage more. Page 29, ‘‘ We 
think too, that this system, which begins with degrad- 
ing human nature, may be expected to end in pride; 
for pride grows out of a consciousness of high distine- 
tions, however obtained; and no distinction is so great 
as that, which subsists between the elected, and aban- 
doned of God.” ; 

Now, does Mr. Channing believe, that some of man- 
kind will be so distinguished fro.a others, that they will 
be eternally huppy, while others will be eternally mis- 


erable 2? Who makes the distinction ? Mr. C. will not 


admit that God makes cne holy and happy, and anoth- 
er wicked and miserable. 
distinction, 


Then man must make the 
Hence, if Mr. C. thinks that he shall so 


TER I ET ee eee or 
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improve lis power, as to obtain eternal blessedness, 
while others will not, is he not in danger of * pride 


, 


‘crowing’ out of a consciousness of * such’ high distine- 


tion, by himself ‘obtained, and no distinction is so 


great as that which subsists between the * saved’ ‘and 


1999 
fe 


abandoned of Go 





unmoved by the! 


land advocates with convincing argument. 


Trinitarnans, and the letters to Professor Stuart, by an 


{in this life.” 


lam not able to perceive much difference, between 
- ele rmining that a nart of mankind should be 
wicked ond miscrable to endless ages; and his expos- 
ine thei to this state, when he knew that if he made 
t them to themselves, exposed to tempta- 
it they would bring themselves into this ‘dreadful 
state of cudless sin and misery. But if God is good as 
why should he create rational souls, whom 
he determined, or foreknew would always hate, and 
sufer from his hand? SEEK TRUTH. 
We are happy to receive such arguments from a re- 
spectable Clergyman, though it would give us addi- 
tional pleasure could he feel himself cnough sbove the 
prejudices of the day, to let his respectable name ap- 
pear with the heavenly sentiment which he espouses 
We can 
hardly consent to his opinion that Dr. Channing is not 
willing to profess Universalism ; for this we contend he 


And 


moreover his trinitarian brethren accuse him and his as- 


has professed in the sermon above alluded to. 


sociates of being Universalists, and no one will doubt of 
their sagacity in judging in such a case. 


To the Editor of the Universalist Magazine, 

Sirn,—In the Universalist Magazine for April 7, which 
a friend of mine put into my hand a day or two since, 
I observe in your reply to ‘‘Amicus,”’ my name used, 
and a quotation from my controversy with you relative 
to the last judgment, to prove two assertions of yours ; 
in the first of which you represent a certain class of 
ministers of the gospel as saying, ** that if they were 
sure of eternal happiness hereafter, they would by all 
means live in sin in this life ;°? and in the second an in- 
dividual preacher (by which I suppose you mean me, 
as you have given my name with a quotation) as say- 
ing, **if I were sure of happiness in a future world, | 
would live in sin in this ; 1 would lie, cheat, get drunk, 
commit all manner of lewdness, I would even commit 
murder.”” 

To prove these assertions of yours, you make use of 
one argument, and one quotation. The argument is 
this: That such ministers as ‘* say that the devil was 
the first Universalist preacher, and that he preached 
Universalism to Eve in the garden, when he said, * Ye 
shall not surely die!’ Such preachers as affirm that 
‘ Universalism’ is a licentious doctrine, that it naturally 
leads to all manner of sin”—do * impliedly say that 
they would commit all manner of sin themeelves, if they 
believed the doctrine.” 

Now, sir, to use your own language to “Amicus,” you 
are “hereby Juformed that you have made no small 
mistake.’ It is plain that the inference has nothing to 
do with the premises. These ministers always speak in 
the third person, and of those only who are under the 
dominion of unsanctified human nature. They believe, 
and have said, ** impliedly” at least, that with such, 
Universalism,_is a licentious doctrine; because it re- 
moves the most powerful, and in some cases, the only 
restrainsts the vicious feel, and emboldens them to act 
agreeably to. their evil inclinations. But that the be- 
lief of Universalism would have the same effect upon 
those who are born of God, they have, | believe, never 
said: and much less “that if they believed it, they 
would themselves by a}l means live in all manner of sin 
And I agree with ‘* Amicus,” that this 
I have never heard from the pulpit, nor read in any 
book, whatever. 

That the sentiment contained in the quotation you 
have given from my ‘* Vindication” relates exclusively 








to the unregenerate, you mezy observe from these! 








words, ** Now if his incl¢nation lead him to commit it,” 
&e. This is discriminating lanzuage, and could hardly 
have becn mistaken had you observed the seven lines 
immediately preceding those you have quoted. See 
also my sentiment upon this subject in my ** Discourse” 
delivered at the Chapel in Broomfield’s-Lane, Nov. 27, 
1818.—Page 9, where, afier exposing the licentious 
tendency of Universalism, you may find these words, 
‘** I speak not the language of the pious soul, who knows 
the comforts of religion, and rejoices in his liberty as a 
child of God, being set free from the bondage of sin, 
and the power of satan ; but of those who know nothing 
of that comfort and liberty, and who delight? in the 
drudgery of sin and hug their chains. These are the 
people who mistake in every thing. They call evil 
good, and good evil, they put darkness for light and 
light for darkness ; 
ter.”’ 

Your mistake is the more to be regretted, as I think 


bitter for sweet, and sweet for bit- 


you heard this discourse, and besides it was printed in 
Boston, a short time after it was delivered. 
Now, sir, as you have given my name to the public, 


jyou will do me the justice to give this, my reply, a 


place in your Magazine, that the public may have the 

whole- subject before them, and be able to judge for 

themselves whether my sentiment, or your statement 

be correct. T. MERRITT. 
Lynn, April 19, 1821. 


REPLY, 

Sirn,—I am much pleased that you are willing to al- 
low that Universalism may be believed by good chris- 
tian people without injury to their morals ; and that no 
christian can, with propriety, say that he would live in 
sin if he believed the doctrine. However, sir, | have 
heard many professors, and some preachers say this, 
and some of your order; but it was always my opinion 
that they spake rather from an angry spirit, than from 
due reflection. 1 must inform you that when the Com- 
pendium was written, you were not in my thoughts, 
nor is there any just grounds for supposing that I meant 
you when I spake of what a preacher of the opposition 
would say; nor should I have thought of what you 
wrote to me, had it not been suggested that a Methodist 
brother had sent the communication in reply to the 
Compendium. 

I} can hardly see cause, dear sir, to believe that one 
doctrine will not do for both saints and sinners. But 
am of the opinion that the same doctrine which is safe 
for a christian to believe, is likewise fit to hold up for 
the faith of the unbeliever. 








MARRIED, 


In this town, on Monday evening by Mr. E. Smith 
Mr. Lemuel Pearsons, jr. of Ipswich, to Miss Sarah 
Holmes. 

On Sunday last, at the Roman Catholic Church, Mr. 
Barney McKenney to Miss Abizail 8. Perkins. 

On Thureday evening, by the Rev. Dr. Channing, 
Robert Rogers, Esq. to Miss Mary Chauning. 

pt 


DIED, 


In this town, Mrs. Sarah Going, aged 52.—Mre, Eli- 
zabeth Grover, 42, wife of Mr. Daniel Grover.—Dan- 
ie] Badger, jun. 4 years. 

On Monday, the 28th ult. Mrs. Hannah Wells, only 
daughter of the late venerable Patriot and Statesman 
Samuel] Adams. 

On Thursday last, suddenly, by a paralytick shock 
Mrs. Mirriam, consort of Mr. Robert Hewes, 70. ; 

Mrs. Susannah Ferriter, concert of Mr. James Ferri- 
ter, 56.—Jane M. wife of Mr. Benjamin Jepson, 30.— 
Edmund Alonzo, youngest child of Mrs, RebeccaWorth, 
3 years and 4 months, 

On Sunday last, Geerge G. child of Gordon Steele, 


18 months. 


In Marlborough, Mass, Mrs. Mary, wife of Captain 
Ephraim Maynard, 38. By her death, her surviving 
husband has Jost a most excellent and worthy compan- 
ion, her children a most kind and tender mother. She 
was a firm believer in God’s Universal Grace, and . 
sweetly fell asleep in the arms of her Redeemer. 
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POETS’ CORNER. 





O2-The following were sung at the Dedication of the 
New Asylum for the deaf and dumb, in the city of 
Hartford. 


DEDICATION HYMNS. 


ann 
HYMN FIRST. 
“6 To Him who remembered us in our low estate,—for 
his mercy endureth forever,’—Ps. cxxxvi. 23. 


How shall the race whom nature’s doom 
Consign’d to mental night, 

Thank those who chang’d their prison gloom 
‘To liberty and light ? 


Who from obscurity and care 
Redeem’d their lot distrest, 

And bade them in this mansion fair 

- Enjoy an ark of rest? 


Who can their grateful thoughts explore ? 
What signs shall they employ? 

Voiceless and mute, how can they pour 
The language of their joy? 


Fain would they bless the minds that bend, 
Instruction’s page to spread, 

And teach them of the sinner’s Friend 
Whose blood for them was shed. 


But ah !—with what extatic zcal 
Shall they His praise express, 

Who mov’d the pitying heart to fecl 
The bounteous hand to bless! 


If e’er they meet around His throne 
Where ransom’d spirits stand, 

Then may they learn how high a tone 
Such gifts as theirs demand. 


wenn 


HYMN SECOND. 
‘* For our light affliction, which is but for a moment, 


worketh for us, a far more exeeeding and eternal 


weight of glory,’—2 Cor. iv. 17. 


Wuart though we hear not nature’s voice 
Melodious through the verdant trees, 
Majestic o’er the rolling floods, 
Or soften’d in the whipering breeze. 


What though the gentle tones of love 
Unanswer’d,—or unnotic’d flow, 

Nor sorrow’s broken accents move 
Our minds to sympathetic woe. 


Perchance the soul, by sounds of pain, 
And words of error ne’er distrest, 
May from its silent sabbath gain 
A fitness for the clime of rest ;— 


Perchance the “ light affliction’? leads 
From earth’s alluring charms away, 

Or moves with warmer zeal to seek 
The glories of the ‘* perfect day:’— 


But who the raptur’d thrill can tell, 
When from the lip its seal is riven, © 
When the freed ear shall first essay 
Its power amid the harps of Heaven ? 





Se 


From the London Universalist Miscellany. 


wewy 
Confidence in God, in a thunder storm. 


Tne rain descends, the tempests rise— 
My soul his Majesty adore! 

Jehovah's voice sounds through the skies, 
While lightnings fash, and thunders roar. 


{ sit becalm’d while others fear, 

The God who thunders is my ALL ; 
It is my Father’s voice I hear, 

Nor shall I by his thunder fall. 





| As affection«(e children of God, let them Jiff up their 
| Voices against those sentiments which cover him with 
dishonour, and change him from the Father, into the 
| tyrant and scourge of his creation. As brethren of the 
| human family, and e.eabers of the body of Christ, let 
them never cease to oppose those exclusive views of re- 
iligion, which weaken the obligations of charity, sow 
i dissention, and conver 5 ! rs i 
He is my only safe abode: Fogg nd convert men into persecutors and re- 
My rock, my refuge, and my friend. | Itis not intended by these remarks, to deny the Chric- 
- ——_— tian character to those, who hold the disonourable views 
(of God, which have now heen exposed. In general, 
their hearts disclaim the principles of their creed + and 
| the precepts of Christianity, which caynot be mistaken. 
: contribute much to correct the practical influence of 
Ir is a melancholy truth, that these generous views, ‘their theory. Still their theory does great injury. It 
which were persecuted in the time of Christ, have con- | distresses and degrades those who receive 7 i a a 
tinued to be opposed to the present day. But at this’ and disgusts many refined and cenerens minds. It 
we cannot wonder. The selfishness, pride, and timidi-| spreads ideas of Christianity, which lead to contemet 
ty of men all unite in leading them to ascribe to God, | and rejection of the whole system; and should it be 
partial, narrow, severe, and tyrannical principles of ad- | suffered to prevail to the exclusion of more ‘ust and 
ministration, and to disparage, censure, hate, and per-! honourable conceptions of the gospel, it would } rove ae 
secute those, by whom more liberal views are cherished. | faithful a parent of inSdelity, as the Cattrolic faith has 
It is melancholy to look back on the history oc: the | proved in France. No religion can ever subsist in an 
church, and to observe that, notwithstanding the light) improving state of the world, but that which exhibits 
of the gospel,as gloomy and dishonourable views of God ! God as being worthy to be loved, and which Leeathes 
have been current among Christians, as prevailed among | a divine charity into the hearts and lives of those - 
the Jews. The history of the church shews us, that the whom it is embraced.—Chr. Dis. old series No. 40. ° 
most difficult triumph of Christianity is over that exclu-| — ' 
sive spirit, which brought Jesus Christ to the cross.— | a 


No, while his lightnings flash around, 
Although the earth’s foundations move, 
I stand secure on faith’s firm ground, 
I rest in his unchanging love. 


Nothing shall fright my sou! from God, 
Should he the skies this moment rend, 








WHY WAS JESUS PERSECUTED. 


CONCLUDED. 











RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE. 


annw 


Would to God, that our own age were an exception to 
this truth. What a thick darkness at this moment 
hangs over a Jarge part of Christendom. The mild and | aie é 
cheering light of the gospel hardly straggles through the | holden at Stoughton, Mass. on Wednesday, next week. 


The Southern Association of Universalists will be 


g 
clouds of error. The /heory which is embraced by} Public service to commence at half past 10 o’clock, 
many Christians in relation to the character, govern-| A. M. 
ment and will of God, is truly horrible. —Do not some 
Christians believe, that God brings men into existence We ion i ih ee el , ; 
wholly depraved and whoily impotent, that he selects Se a ne intormed that our bretiren in 
acertain number, as exclusive objects of that grace Providence have formed into Society relation, and that 
which is essential to salvation, and plunges the rest into | @ piece of land is purchased, on which to build a house 
eternal misery, on account of sins to which they were | of public worship. 
inevitably impelled by the nature which he gave them? emt 
Do not some Christians believe, that God consigns to| The frame of a church for the Society of Universal- 
eternal flames children who dic om. Genes: OF ul he | ists lately established at Portland, Me. was raised on 
spares them, that he stil] regards them as mertting this! ¢ turday the 25th ul Early : : : 
doom, and spares them that they may be trophies of |“ UTCSY Me <oth u t Zarly in the morning previous 
his pardoning mercy? Do not some Christians believe, | to the raising, the Rev. Russell Streeter delivered ar: 
that the millions and millions of the heathen world, who | Address suited to the occasion, and invoked by prayer 
are born and live in the thickest darkness, are all lying| the favor of the Deity on the efforts of the infant so- 
under sentence of endless wo, ond can only be saved ciety.--Poriland paper. 
by that gospel which has never been preached to them? | . 
Do not some Christians believe, that God will consign | 
to eternal torments every individual, however unwear- 
ied in the study of the scriptures, who cannot reconcile 
the doctrine of three persous in the Godhead, with the 
fundamental doctrine of the Divine Unity, and who con- 
scientious!y believes that the scriptures every where 
speak of God as one person, even the Father? To 
conclude, do not vast numbers of Christians believe, 
that God confines his favour to those who assent to this 
or that obscure and inexplicable dogma, about which 
men of the greatest wisdom and apparent piety have 
been divided, and prepares intolerable and endless fire 
and wo for all who dissent from the unintelligible creed? 
Is not such the God who is now worshipped by a vast 
number of Christians? And may we not say, that ac- 
cording to some of these views, he is a God of as dark 
and vengeful attributes as ever haunted the imagination 
of a Druid, or was ever adored in the gloomy forests of 
the North? Such isthe God, whom many professed fol- 
lowers of the benign and compassionate Jesus, have 
placed on the throne of Heaven, a God, under whose 
dominion the universe would be shrouded with a horrid 
gloom, and existence become an infinite calamity !~- 
Such is the God, whose attributes have struck terror 
into multitudes of conscientious believers, and from 
whose oppressive and degrading service, many have fled | |, a ike 
for refuge to infidelity, or to absolute thouzhtlessness | (70? WY '—~“rasette. ; 
on the subject of religion ? M elancioly Event.—An explosion took place at the 
It is a very interesting question, What is the duty of Gunpowdei Manufactory in Chelmsford; in which three 
Christians while such darkness prevails? Their duty is |" lost their lives. heir names are John F. Gerald, 
to follow their Master, in exhibiting in their Jives and and Francis Farr, of Fitchburg, Mass. and Franklin 
with their lips, enlarged, generous and liberal views of Howard, of [illsboro*, N. H. 
God and of hisservice. Let them be patient and per- Severa] gentieman in Hartford, Con. are about to 
severing witnesses to his paternal character, his un- form a Company, to pursue the Whale fishery from that 
bounded love, his equitable administration, and to the | place. 
superiority of love or charity to faith, hope, and the} The town of Omoa, in the bay of Honduras, has been 
most burning zeal. If they are appointed to suffer re-|almost wholly destroyed by fire. Upwards of 250 
proach, calumny, exclusion, excommunication, or the | byildings, with the principal part of their contents were 
loss of the best earthly blessings in making this good jbarnt. Only 18 houses remained uninjured. 
profession, let them look to Jesus, who was persecuted | === - 
before them in the same cause, and estcem it an honour 


awry 





SUMMARY OF INTELLIGENCE. 
~enw 

Town Mecting.—At the meeting of the citizens hol- 
den Wednesday last, according to adjournment, the 
committee appointed to consider the propriety of peti- 
| tioning the Legislature to repeal or modify the Jaw pro- 

hibiting the ereetion of wooden buildings more than ten 
| feet high, reported in favour of petitioning for a modiii- 
cation of the law, so far as to allow the ereciion of 
wooden buildings of two stories, under certain restric- 
tions; and the Selectmen were directed to cause such 
a petition to be presented to the Legislature. 

A motion was made to reconsider the vote passed at 
the former meeting, by ayhich the town refused to ap- 
point two additional Surveyors of Lumber; the subject 
was, however, subsequently referred to the meeting to 
be holden in March next. 

The vote, passed at the last meeting, to assess the 
sum of $132,000, to meet the current expences of the 
ensuing year, was reconsidered, and the whole subject 
recomimitied to the Committee of Finance, for the par- 
pose of correcting an error which was said to exist in 
the accounts, and to make report at an adjournment of 
this meeting. 

The meeting was then adjourned to Monday, the 
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to be associated with him, by a fellowship of sufferings.! EXECUTED AT THIS OFFICE AT SHORT NOTICE, 
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